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> Tfm following' artioi^. was wHtttru 
Jphn^' A#,i Crrvvdsoif ' and ^ ir bowd oir rs^ 
porting by him and Josaph B/Trsarttr. 

For most of the three decades of its 
etdstence. the CettOcU^^IateUigence Agm^ 
cy has been engaged in an unremitting, 
ttough largely .itareo}^ to 

shape^ foreign ..opinioii'-in <support^of 
Ameri caff poUcy abroad.- 
; Aithougii undt recently^ the^ CXA, 
counted- a number of^Aroerican journaly 
ists among Its paid. agents, with. 
notable exceptions* they do not appo^to 



C.IA.: Secret Shaperllif;' 

... Of PubGcOpinibn'^ 

1. ;. First of a Scnes^^* '^-r. 

L — ^ 

have beeff part of^, itSi extsttsm- pfop*- 
ganda campaign.«';a-v»-''^> T s'*'- •"? f 
. J nstesd, the agency haik ehann<Hed> io- 
fonnation and misinfonnation through a 
joncs>subftantiaJ network of newspapers, 
news agencies and other, eommimira t ffffl y 
entities.. mo6t-i.of; thenr based, oversaiu^ 
that it” owned..i subsidized or 'ochemise- 
influenced over tl» years.. 

. The CIA.*s* propagandizing-'' appeanTto 
have cootiibuted to. at least some distsr- 
tiOQ of the oews^at . homa«as well ras 
abroach alihoogh-tha amount and nature- 

of misinformatioit picked iii> by 'the 
American press from .overseas is impos- 
sible to detemunei . • . 

Recent attention given, the CLAi's in- 
volvement with the press has been 
fccused on reports that the agency em- 
ployed American reporters as agents and 
numberedrocbers as sources of infonna- 
ticfi or “assets'* useful to its operations. 

The recurring allegations have ted the 
House Select Committee on IntelQgenoe* 

;o schedule itearings on tJie rrwttsr be^ f™'' /lu ,»«« 

■ir 

„WhUe the fjOTe-monttf <1^17- Contiautd oa P»**- 
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team of TinieS' ieportman^ rwaiUi err 
indicated that the .CLA.: .eiiq)4oyedrroii^ 
tiveiy few of the many himdreds of 
American- journalists* ^reporting^.* ftont 
abroad . over the past * 30 years,,, there, 
eomrge^^ si broad pictnre of ^tff ‘Hgency 
.effort to'xl^ape. news ’.and opinioni-j 
through a* fa&flimg> network of.newa on^j 
ganizatioos.that itcoiUrotled to a greater* 
or', lesaer degree. i. J> ,>% y ^ j j/n ;. > p f 

The CLA. has* refused- every appeal! 
foT'details of its seorcrrelatibnship-withj 
African and foreign journaiista and thej 
news-gathering .organizations., that, 
ployed tbenv. eveo '■tbougb most: bavk 
been brought to: an -end.:'? wA rr**fr ^ ^ 

- One CXA;-'*^official**T<explanning'^’that 
sued ^ationshii^were'cat^ into- with 
p^]mis^p|^*^tQ^ confidentiaIity,rsaid 
chaciy tbft / agim^rwpuld /cboti^^ ze? 
fuse-- to -d iscu ses thaar. **tn: perpet u ity:.!^ •* 
''^Bttt mi nte r vfews ^^^ 
and fonner ihteilign» off!cezs;^'}oinal- 
ists and Otfaani^ ^enp^ aaH-. 
of : those- relatiooahipa' . bacafne'.^.dev^K£^ 
Among . 4 ha*-f.princi^ t feaCiimrrst^* 
eporged were thei foUowlngL w 
^The CXA. hasi^ar'vmripus timerofwiied 
or subsidized more than 50 newspapers," 
news services, radio- periodtcala 

and other coomunicatioos entitieB,. some- 
times in this- country but mosthr 
that were used as vehicles for its*exten- 
sive propaganda efforts; as ‘‘coveri’^or 
its operatives or both. Another dozen-for- 
eign-based news organizations^ while not 
financed by the CXA, were infiltrated 
by paid r.r.A. agents. - 
^Nearly a dozen- American publishing 
[houses, inching some of the- most 
irominent names in tiie- industry, have 
sriiited. at lease a score. of. the more than 
130 English-language books financed or 
iroduced by the C.LAi. since the-earlyl 
\ 250*’s^ in. many cases without beinjgi 



a scon of Aratricanvoews organizations f 
have worlnd u salaried IntelUgeoce.^ 
operatives while performing their repor-*-' 
torial duties, A few others were employed ^ 
by the American military and, accoring 
to Intelligence sources, by some foreign 
wvices, including the K.G.B., the Soviet 
inteUigenca agency. 

^ ^Over the years at least 18 American 
reporters have refused C.LA. offers in 
some cases lucrative ones, to undermke 
clandestine intelligence assignments. 
Another dozen employees of American 1 
newspapers, wire services and news 
t^iough never paid, were con* « 
sidered by the agency to be valued 
sources of information or assistance. } 

V. n ? » dozen ) 

full-time C.LA officers c have worked 
abroad as reporters or nonedi torial esn— d 
pJoyees of American-owned news orgin -4 
L»tions, in some cases with the approval ^ 

of the organizations -wh 05 % cradMtlaiff-i 
they carried, ■ ^ ^ ^ 

■ mimbw of foraer Clitj 
offiaals, toe agency's broad campaign 
propaganda was carried out with thm 
awareness that the bogus news «ories it: 
planted might be treated as genuine by 
to# American media,;; which, they soro^ 
times were, - A z 

^^e agency's - legislative * charter ' has 
been interpreted as prohibiting thrpropa^ 
gandiJOTg of Americans, but- it says noth- 
ing about toe propriety of toe domestic 
effect, madvertent or intentional, of 
propaganda disseminated'overseas. 

Lyman B. Kirkpatrick,, (or many years 
toe CLA. 5 Inspector General, said he 
could not recall any agency employee's 
cvw having raised questions about the 
ethics or legality of its endeavors tn mass 
communications. .-<,.7-^. • • ' 

Uwrenca R. Houston,- its retired gen-i 
era! counsel, said it had always been hisi 
imdarstmicling that the CLA. was for-; 
bid^ by law to employ American jour-J 
nalists. although he said no one had ever* 
consulted him on that matter. 

The CLA's efforts to mold foreign 
opimon ringed from tampering with h5- 
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Most CJZA. propaganda was planted ^ , 



overseas, but it was once *cpnimonplape, 
a former, agency official ^d, for " 

^ - a'- .. ■ . '■ % 
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Umted States newspapersip pick it up. 






toricjtl documeats, u it did with thft 1956^ 
deniindatiofi of SUUn by tbt lat* Nikitft' 
S. Xhruahchev; to amb^ihmf^ and dio- 
toning accounts that wero otherwiao fac^ 
tuaJ. such as tho provision of detailod 
quotas from, a Russian' difectorr to- out- 
right fabrication, as wtth a report that 
Chinese troops were being sent to, aid 
Vietnamese Comnnmists, > _ vf - 

According to former CXAr- offidals, 
the agency has long had an "*early warn- 
ing network" within the United States 
Government that advises diplomats and 
other key officials' to ignore newi stories 
that have been planted by the agency^ 
overseas. The network, they said, has 
worked well, with only occasional 
failures. p 

But there Is no such mechanism for 
alerting newspapers, magazines and 
broadcasting stations In this country as 
to which of the foreign dispatches that 
come chattering across their teletypes aro 
distorted or. In a few instances, aitog^-^| 
er false. There is. the former offidal» 
say, simply no practical way of letting* 
Americans know that some of the stcrries. 
they read over their morning coffee were 
written not by a foreign correspondent 
but by a Ci.A. officer in a comer of 
some American embassy.- 

Domestic ‘Bepla;f* of Hems < - 
Was Considered Inevitable. 

The C.I.A. accepts; as am unavoidable 
casualty of its propaganda battles.;the 
fact that some of the lutwt that readies 
American readers^ and viewers is tainted 
with what the Russians.cali **disittforma^ 
tion.** The agency has even- coined terms- 
to describe the phenomenons blowbacl^ 
or replay, or domestic- fallout. 

; 'The particularly dangerous thing**!" 
about bo^ infonnadoii. a former scnioc 
agency official said recently, "Is the 
blowback potential. It*s a real one and I 
we recognize that’* j 

• A 1967 C.I.A directive stated simply | 
that "fallout in the United Sutes fromj 
a foreign publication which we suppoiti 
is inevitable and consequently permissi- 
ble.’* Or as one succinct former CXA. 
man put it "It hits where it hits.’* 

Tile agency’s favorite medium for 
launching ^at it terms "black,’* or unat- 
tributed. prooaganda has always been the 
foreign-based me<ka in which it has had 
a secret finaiKiei i n t e re s t or the report- 
ers and editors overseas who were 
amorg its paid ageots. At one time, ac- 
r.ording to agency sources, there were 
as many as 800 such "propaganda 
assets." mostly f o re i gn joumahsts. Asked 
in an inier/iew last 3 ^r whether the 
C.LA. had ever told such agents what 
to write. William E. Colby, the former 
CI-A. Director, replied, "Oh. sure, all the 
lime." 



' t Most often, fonner officiele have said* 
the CXA.*s propaganda, coasiatad of fac- 
tual accounts-that the agency felt were 
not being widely reported, or of essentt- 
ally accurate accounts with some distor- 
tions or embeilishments. But one authori- 
tative fonner official said that "there 
were outright fabrications, too.’* 

There seems to have been little ques- 
tion* that in its efforts to mold opinion 
the CJ-A. viewed citizens of foreign 
countries as its principal targets. As 
one veteran CIA. officer who had con- 
ducted his share of propaganda opera- 
tions put it, *'I didn't want Walter 
Lippmann. I wanted the Philippina 
Walter Lippmann." 

Some former agency emptovees said 
in interviews, however, that they believed 
that apart from unintended Wowback, 
some C.IA. propaganda efforts, especial- 
ly during the Vietnem War, had been 
carried out with a view toward their: 
eventual impact in the Uokad States. . 

And although nearly ad of the Amerf 

can joumaJsaOi empteyed by the CXAi 
in years past appear to have been used 
for the coiliection of . inteiiligence or the 
support of existing information-gathering 
operaxions, a- few cases emerged in which 
si^ agents became, ioiowlngiy or other* 
wise., channeis of disinfonnation to chg 

.American public. trfV*.'*' 1 

Ona • agency offidal . said, that thm 
CXA had tn the peat used paid- agentsi 
tn the foreign bureaus of the Ajeodatecfl 
Press and United Press InteniationaJ toi 
sUp agency-pnepartd dispatcher onto thei 
nows wire. In soma cases, as in the A.P.*si 
Singapore bunasu in the ewiy 1950's, thel 
agenfs:.wo«^ntttves- known as *’locaH 
hirea.*.*- But othsrs they were Ameri- 1 

Atbm^-lhs A.P.* aM arJ 

I jwo of Che most prdmiefit newvgBtheringi 
3rgamzaitione kr the worid--the A.?, es^ 
• nates that its di spatches afone reach half 
the worid’s populacioo In some fbrm-^ 
they were given no special consideratitw 
by the CLA. . ^ 

"We would not teH U.P.I. or .AP. head-i 
quarters in the U.S. when something was/ 
planted abroad.** one CXA. official saidj 
and he conceded thati as a result such* 
stories were hkely Co be transmrtted over 
those agencies' domescic news wires, "If 
they were any good." 

I U.P.I. has said it was satisfied that 
[none of its present employees is involved' 
'in any way with the C.I.A. but Chat it, 

I was unable to say what might have 'Hap- 
pened in the past. An AP. executive said 
his organization had investigated similar 
reports in the past and had concluded' 
"that none of its staffers was involved . 
in CJA.iactmtiesJ* - . - * 




WUlIam E. Colby 



Asked in on intemrui lost year whether 
the CJA. had ever told foreign journal'- 
ists, working os paid agents, what to 
write, he replied, "Oh. sure, all the tune.** 



One story good enough to b« widely 
disseminated, former officials said^ was 
a report as the early 1950*s. fabneated 
by the C.LA and put out by an agent 
inside ooe of the major .American wire 
services, that Chinese troops were on 
board ships steansog for Virtnam to aid 
th« Communists in their baitie wkh the 
French. 

Though such examples of propaganda 
planted direcily with American news or- 
ganizations were relatively raire; another 
former CXA official asserted tha,t 
throughout the 1950's and I960's, when 
the agency's propaganda network was at 
peak strength, it was "commonplace for 
things to appear in the U.S. press that 
had been picked up’* from foreign publi- 
cations, some but not all of them 
"proprietaries," in which the CXA, bad 
plac^ propaganda. 

Sometimes, the foreign publishers and 
editors were unwittiiig of the origin of- 
sudi stories,- but more often they were 
what the CXA cadled "wittiiig.** The* 
agency preferred, one offidal said, to 
give its propagipd* "to somebody who** 
knows what it is,'* Where that was not 
possible, be said, "You gave it to any- 
body." " - . -- 

Propaganda Was Planted ' 

In a Multitude of Ways .T" 

The propaganda took many forms and 
surfaced in many forums. It ranged, offi- 
ciads have said, from the innocuous, such 
aj letters to the edator m major .American 
newspapers that did not idcmxfy the 
writer as an agency employee, to items 
of far more consequence, such as ne^ 
reports of Soviet nuclear weapons tests i 
that never tcok place. | 

Such stories were planted in a varietyi 
of ways besides the use of raedia*< 
"assets." One common focus of propagan-s 
da activity, former officials said, was tha^ 
press ciu'bs that e-xist in nearly every! 
foreign capital, which serve as mail^ 
drops, message centers, hotels and res-^ 
Laurants for local ccarespondeiits and) 
those just passing through. * - 4 s:.-; 



• Until 1 years ago. ona Tonner om-» 
cial saic% the manager of the Mexico City j 
*prcs 5 club was a C.LA. agent, and soj 
.was the manager of the local presa dub 
: in Manila. 

“He used to work very successfully/' 
a C.LA. man with many years in thei 
Phiiippinea recaUed. “Some guys are lazy- 
TheyM be sitting at the bar and he'd' 
slip them things and they'd phone it in." • 
With more dili^^nt correspondents,, the 
man continued, ‘it was a matter of mak- 
ing stuff available if they wanted to usei 
it. My mission was to get local people j 
to write editorials. This would be materi-t 
al that wouldn’t be coming out of thej 
embassy. It wouldn’t be a US.LA. handn 
out It would be from some thoughtful 
local commentator and it would hopefullyj 
carry more weight" • .1 

The Uxuced SUtee Informatiott Agencyd 
an ann of the State Department; hai. thd 
offidaL responsibUi ty for sprea^j;- thd 
American message- overseasw' Accmfd£if 
to several former C1.A,. offidals, thn 
U.S.LA. was aware, though sometimea. 
only dimly* of the agency's propagandiz-r 
ing.. * 

“One of the problems that never really 
got settled journalistically/' a former 
C.LA, man recall^, “was the relationship 
between ILS.LA^ and the CLA.*i media 
activities. They knew, but they didn’t 
have the force or. the funds to do any- 
thing about it" . 

From the CXAJ'j standpoint Us own 
“black" propaganda was far more effec- 
tive than the “white." or attributed, ver- 
sion put out .by U.5.IrA. to anyone who 
would listen.* • • . 

In Argentina, for example, while the 
U.S.LA. was openly making motion pic- 
tures available to groups interested in 
various facets of life in the United States, 
the C.IA..’s clandestine agents were tam- 
pering with the newsreel accounts of 
world e% ents shown in local theaters. 

The thrust of that particular operation, 
one CX.\. man recalled, was “to get the 
.\mcrican point of view across regarding^ 
Castro in the hemisphere. The Argentines 
didn't believe. Castro was any threat, they^ 
were so far away. Sa we'd get the event 
on film and then make up tne commen- 
- taxy." V .V ^ 

' One of the the- 

C.LA.*s propaganda efforts occurred iix 
June 1956,.i;a few» znontJ»? after Mr.: 
Khrushcher.i then the^ Soviet leader; 
delivered a “secret"^ five-hour speech toi 
a closing session of the 20th Comxmmiste 
Party Congress in Moscow from whichf 
all foreign delegates had been excluded. ' 
As word seeped through to the West 
that Mr. Khrushchev had broken in. stun- 
ning fashion with Stalin, his predecessor, 
w.hom he described as a savage, half -mad 
despot, the word went out within the 
C.IjV. that a copy of the text must be ob< 
tained at all costs. 

Amended Text Was- Given 
To C.LA. Outlets Abroad 

By late May, the agency's counterintel- 
ligence staff had succeeded in obtaining 
a te.xt in Poland. A few days later it 
was released to American news organiza- 
tions through the State D^artment, and 
the C.L.\. ever since has cited its obuin- 
ing of the “secret speech" as among its. 
greatest triumphs of mtelligence. 

What it has not said about the matter.* 
however, is that the text it obtained was 
in e.xpurgatfid yersion,,__ preparea tor 



delivery to the nations of £astem Europe, 
from which some S4 panjtt^phs of mate- 
rial concerning future Soviet foreign poli- 
cy had been deleted. 

Although the text made available to 
United States newspapers was the 
genuine expurgated version, another 
tc.xt,- containing precisely 34 paragraphs 
of material on future for«gn policy, was 
put out by the CLA, over several other, 
channels around the world, ^ including- 
Lhe Italian news agency ANSA. 

The 34- paragraphs in the* foreign ver- 
sron, former officials said, were wntten 
but by cour^terintelligence experts at 
CT.A. headquarters in Virginia.. The effort 
to cause constematioiT'. in : Moscow was 
said to have been- e brillieot success. 

« One dilemma posed by the-ClA/s usej 
of its media assets abroad, especially 
those published or broadcast in the Eng- 
ish language, was that they were Likelyf 
to be> closely watched by American corr^ 
spondents not fluent in the local language 
and thus became prime sources of potenH 
tiai “replay" in the United States. , i 

Former agency officials have said that] 
the English-language, assetsv were used 
with impunity under the C.LA. charter, 
on the ground that the intended propa- 
I ganda target was not American corre- 
spondents or tourists traveling abroad 
but English-speaking foreigners, a ration- 
ale that one former agency man said 
“always seemed absurd to me." ! 

Agencj Fostered the Spread \ 
1 Of Stories to Other Nations , 

Within foreign countries, the agency ! 
did all it could to foster “replay." ln« 
Latin America, for example, lest its disin-* 
formation efforts be forgotten as soon; 
as they had appeared, the agency began | 
an operation, known by the cryptonym^ 
KM FORGET, in which stories planted 
in one country were clipped and mail^ 
to others for insertion by local media, 
assets. Such efforts enhanced the likeli- 
hood that the stories would be seen by* 
an American correspondent and transmit- 
ted home. j 

In spite of thr agencys insistence lhatj 
domestic fallourwas unsought but una- 
voidable,. there is some evidence that it 
rnay have been welcome in certain cases. 

. One- of the CLLA.’s^ most * extensive 
propaganda campaigns of ' the past decade 
was the one it waged against Chilean 
’.President Salvador Aflende Gossens,*^ a 
Marxist, in the years before his election 
f in 1970 and until his overthrow and death 
in 1973. . ■ iL* 

• According to the report of the Senate 
1 intelligence committee, millions of dollars 
were spent by the CXA..-to produce a 
stream of airti-AUende stories, editorials 
and broadcasts througtiout Latin Ameri- 
ca. 

A C.LA. propaganda assessment ob- 
tained by the committee, prepared shortly 
after Mr. Allende’s election in September 
1970, reported a “continued replay of i 
Chile theme materials'* in a number of 
Latin American capiuls, with pickups 
by United States newspapers, 
i “Items also carried in New York Times, 
"Washington Post," the summary went on. 
•Propaganda* activities continue to gener- 
ate good coverage of Chile developments! 

along our theme guidance.” 1 

In interviews, a number of former C.LAJ 
officers spoke about what they said were; 
to them, unmistakable attempts to propa- 




Allen Dulles*.. 

fn 19S4, he toM a New York Times 
ecufive that he did not believe 
poperis Mexico correspondent was ctn>. 
oh/« of reporting witii oo/ectivity on 
impending Guatemala revolution.-^ 



gandize the American public indirectly 
through “replay" from the foreign press2 

One agency official recalled the heavy 
propaganda campaign waged by thq 
CJ-A. during the Vietnam War, conducted 
along the lines that “whatever bad hap- 
pened in Vietnam had to be the cnemys 
fault." 

A former CJ.A. official recalled that • 
at the time of the “incursion" by Ameri- 
can forces into Cam’oodia hi the spring 
of 1970, the Kong Kong station “got a 
cable from headquarters instnreting us 
to have all our assets present this in 
as favorable a light as p^ible." 

. Most of the Chinese in the region, the 
man said, resented the American military 
presence in Southeast Asia and were only 
further inflamed by the favorable por- 
trayal of the motives for the .American 
invasion and of its success..But he noted 
that the newspapers in which the slanted 
stories appeared were read by a number 
I of influential American correspondents. '' 

[ Some AiMrican Reporters - 
I Got Misleading: Infonnatioiu 

I One of the reasonx-for.the CXaIS wider 
< Qsc of foreign “assets" In. its black pro|M- 
ganda efforts;, another former official 
said, was that most American joumalisU, 
even those omthc agency's payroll, were 
too scrupulous to “take stuff they knew 
was phony " 

But other sources cited some occasions 
on which American reporters accepted 
misleading information from the CXA. 
la the belief that it was legitimate. 

As a rule, one former C.LA. man said, | 
such stories were fundamenUlly accu-; 
rate, though with “embellishments'* sup-^ 
plied for- operational purposes. Ke re-* 
called one such report, a dispatch to The* 
Christian Science Monitor from Rangoom 
neariy 20 years ago, that he said “was 
really- dressed uo." 

The dispatch by a Monitor special cor- 
respondent, Arnold Beichman, was an ac- 
I count of a young Russian named AJek- 
sardr Kaznacheyev, w4io some months. 

I earlier had walk^ into the American. Emr 
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fbas^ ii» Rangooa and liked foraayium. 

' Ask^ about tha naCura of the embeUish- 
ment, -the former CXA. man replied^ 
"Defectors uaualJy. don't have very good 
English-’^. . - li - 

Mr. Beichman’s -accoun^«.<' contained 
extensive quotas from Mr. Kazna* 
cheyev. some of them remarkably well 
phrased, about the '"hatred” for the Sovi- 1 
et system chat had driven him* from his 
homeland. . ii- V 

According tor.,- the article, the 
.'ni* r 




quotations were taken from a tape 
recording chat Mr. Kaznacheevs had made: 
But Mr. Beichman said in a- recent tele^ 
phone interview that he could not now 
say where -he had obtained ithe quoted^ 
material. "I can't say if I beard a tapei 
recording or saw a transcript," ha said, I 
"I don't know how to check 
Mr. Beichman said that be had never! 
met iMr. Kaznacheyev, butrhad "piecedi 
the story together from officials in the 
.American Embassy. 'Tor all' I know„" he^ 
conceded, "he might never have been ini 
the embassy... It. might have been ri 
fraud." ..-A.- .y - ] 

Tliere have been other instances^ 
over the years , in which/: Americanr 
news organizations, were taken in by the 
C.I-A. One former agency ofticial 
called, for example, a. :riot at a Soviet; 
trade fair in/ the Far. East that he: said: 
had been staged by the^CXA^ 

The agency, theman said, later plimte^ 
an article with a major-'Americin maga-^ 
zine that cited the "riot** as^^ evidences 
of dissatisfaction witfrithe Rusaians in 
that part of /the worldL;#- ■ 

Some correspondentir aa "well,’* weri 
nick to acknowledge that they had been 
uped on some occasions by the C.LA^ 
One reporter, a Latin American special- 
ist, recalled that a few years back he* 
had met with a C.LA: station chief in 
a country he would not identify who gave 
him what appeared to be an exchistve 
story. The local Communist Party, which 
had until then been following a peaceful 
line in seeking power, was. said by the 
station chief to have a cache of 400 rifles 
provided by outside supporters. 

Correspondent Learned . 
That Story Was Unfounded I 

Tp.ff correspondent, unable to check the h 
information, decided to use it rather ten - 1 
tativel>', in an article on the general situ- 1 
ation in the country. Later he found thef 
C.I.A. material had been unfounded. I 
.\nother instance in which the C.I.A. j 
passed inforrnacion to an American jour-| 



naJist, accoromg to an agency official, 
involved C. L. Sulzberger, the foreign af- 
fairs columnist of The New York Times, 
The C.Ij\. official,, who in the past has 
I had access to relevant agency files, said 
• that a column about the Soviet ICG3. 
that appeared on Sept 13,-..1967, under 
.Mr. Sulzberger's name in The Times was,, 
"verbatim." a briefing paper that the 
C.IA. had prepared for Mr. Sulzberger on 
the subject - , . ^ I 

Mr. Sulzberger has denied that he ever.: 
"took a paper from the C.LA. and put; 
my name on it and telephoned it to Thej 
New York Times." . • ' 

In addition to its efforts to make the; 
news, the CJ.A. has also attempted on-« 
several occasions to intervene directly 
with American news organizations to 
shape the way in which they report it 
In some cases the agency's overtures 
have been rebuffed and in others they 
have been accepted. Some news organiza- 
tions. sources have said, have even 
provided the C.I-A. with the opportunity 
for such intervention without^ being 
asked. 

One former official recalled an instance 
several years ago iir which the now-de- 
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Ht could not recall any C.Ij4. official's i 
ever questioning the ethics or legality I 
of the agency’s endeavors in mass com^ I 
munications^ •'•a wr . ' .- 1 



l^ct Collier's magazine received an arti- 
cle from a correspondent in the Far East 
mentioning that two ostensibly private 
corporations in the area. Set Supply in 
Bangkok and Western Enterprises on Tai- 
wan, were the C.I.A.’s principal operating 
proprietaries in that part of the world. 

TTie editors of Collier's, the former offi- 
cial said, submitted the article to the 
C.I.A. for censorship. The agency officer 
who read the manuscript pointed out that 1 
the C.I.A.’s links with both corporations r 
were an open secret throughout the Far f 
East, but the magazine killed the article i 
anyway. ji 

A large part of the C.IA.’s efforts atj^ 
domestic censorship appear to have been !| 
concerned with impending news accounts | 
not about world ariairs but rather about | 
its own operations. y 

In the months before the 1961 invasion I 
of Cuba by C.LA.-trained exile forces at [ 
the Bay of Pigs, for example, the agency j 



was successful m h*iHng the pubUcacioiri 
of several stories, inciuding a major arti- 
cle by David Krasrow, then of The Miami 
Herald, about the training of. the exile 
forces in Florida.. - , • 

Mr. Kraslow, now publisher of The 
Miami News, said chat his editors had 
asked him to take the details he hed un- 
covered to .Allen W. Dulles, then bead of 
the CXA., and that Mr. Dulles had cau- 
tioned that their publication -.would noc 
be "in- the national interest." Soon after^ 
ward, the C.I-A. moved the training from 
Florida to Guatemala. ^ 

Agency Denigrated 
After Trying to Suppress It ; 

Three years later? when David Wise^ 
and Thomas B; Ross published "The. In- 
visible Gov em me u t," the agency's 'first 
reaction was to -try to suppress, tho 
volume. . . ** 

Among other things, the CXA. serioi^y> 
considered a plan to buy up the entire 
first oLTinting of the bo6k to keep it from 
public view. . r.-. ... . 

Cord Meyei^ir.? t^' CX^ offfcial\rn^ 
charge of many ofthe^gew^'s propagai^ 
da activities, visits Random- House; -the* 
book's publisher,, and was told the 
agency was welcome to purchase as 
many printings as it liked but that addi- 
tional copies would be produced for pub-^ 
lie sale. 

That idea was abandoned, but former* 
C.IA. officials have said that a propagan- 
da campaign was initiaced to encourage) 
reviewers to denigrate the book as misiiri 
formed and dangerous. *- 

Mr. Meyer, who is still a senior C.I-)^ 
official, declined to talk about this epi-{ 
sode or any aspect of his career wkhi 
the agency. | 

What one former senior agency official 
! described as another "period of greaq 
crisis" for the agency occurred two years! 
later, in 1966, when the Washington bu-4 
reau of. The New York Times set ou^ 
to produce a series of articles aimed all 
determining whether the CJA. did in fact 
amount to an "invisible government," rr ji 
Cables- were sent by editors.^ to mosh 
of The Times's overseas bureaus,, askinm 
correspondents ta file memorandums oni 
several aspects of'CLA. operations' ins 
their areas, and the former .offioial ^ 
called that the constem a tioa^ within- th« 
agency was nearly immediate..^.' .^2 

The agency's feer that The Tnnes might? 
divulge some sensitive secrets abatedjj 
howe\'er. when the newspaper submittedl 
the irticlex in advance of publication toi 
John A McCone, who by then bad retired! 
as Director of Central Intelligence. .Ac-' 
cording to Tom Wicker, then the chief 
of The TLTies Washington bueau, Mr.j 
McCone removed some elements of the* 
series before it appeared i 

The inquiry by The Times unearthed ' 
yet' another ^caision in which the C.IA. 
incerfered with the newspaper's report- 1 
ing. In 1954 .Allen Dulles, Lhen the chief 
of the CJA., told a Times e.xecutive that 
he did not believe that Sydney Gruson, 
Lhe newspaper's correspondent in Me.xico, 
was capable of reporting with objectivity 
cn the impending revolution in Guatema- 
, la. 

1 .Mr. Duiles told The Times chat his 
j brother. John Foster Dulles, then Secre- 
: tary of State, shared his concern, and 
i he asked chat the newspaper keep Mr.t 



r Gruson. whom agency beiteveck .loi 
I have “liberal** leanings, away from tbei 
( story. ■ " " 

It did not become known .until severalj 
years after the overthrow of Col. Jacoboj 
Arbenz Guzmiin^ the leftist Guatemalan 
leader, that the CXA. had played a cen-| 
tral role in fostering the revolution that] 
led to his downfall. There is some evi-i 
dence in agency files that the C.LA. fearedt 
that Mr. Gnison's reporting was edging: 
toward a premature discovery of its mle.| 
Mr. Gnisoo. now- an executive-, vicai 
president of Times;, said, ia aix intenf 

view thacr*hr ht d!rlesmed later^tha f^ 
thuf Hays Sulzberger,> then the newel 
paper's pubUsfaerr-hiLd.coaBpiied with tM 
C.Iu\.'s wishes, b^ contriving to keep faua 
in Mexico City and away from Guatemala 
during the revolutioo; on Che pretense 
that ho had received a tip that Che fight- 
ing mighti spill, across the border into 
Mexico. 

Not ad Of *the^CJA.*r propaganda, ef- 
forts have been conducted through the 
news media. For example, some of. the 
thousand or so. books published by the 
C.I..A. or on. iu behalf have contained 
propaganda ranging from tiny Actions to 
outride deceptions.- - 
One such book, sources said, was 
Penkovskiy Papers/*, published lor what* 
the Senate inceiiigenca committee called'^ 
“operational reasons'* by the C.IA>4 
through Doubled^ & Company in 1965.1 
The book >srpwrl to be a journal kepC, 
by the Soviet double agent. Col. Oleg! 
Penkovsky, in the months before he was , 
and executed.. In the book, the colonel’s^ 
name was translated according to CLA.1 
style. ; 

Although the Information in. Che book.} 
was largely authentic, sources said chaki 
it had not been taken from Colonel P«i^ 
kovsky*s joumal-^hich did not exist— 1 » 
but was compiled from CXA. records 
Frank Gibn ey, then an employee of Th^» 
aTTi^d TJaiy News, and Pater Deriabi il. 
a K.G.B. defector employed oytM C J-AL .1 
‘It was not a diary,** said one CXA.- J 
official, “and it was a major decepciewM 
to thaz extent.** Another former /.officii^ 
acknowiedgedL that the book had' beat*' 
“cosmetized.**^ ahd *e tfaiid added dx^^ 
“Spies don’t keep diari^*^- 

Authors W’ere'Ass&ted*'^^ 
For Operational Punnet 

Reached by celaphonw In. Japanw 
Gibney conceded that* *’the journal as 
such did not exist,** He said he had taken 
most of the material directly from reports; 
of the CXA.*s interviews with Colonel. 
Penkovsky during his brief visiu to tbf. 
West. V K 

In several other instances, ageoqfr 
sources said, the CXA. has assisted au-s 
thors withl books that It felt might serve: 
some operational purpose, even where- 
the agency had no iiaod in preparing the 
manuscript 

One such case, sources said, was the. 
agency’s decision to cooperate with Joht^ 
Barron in his research on a recent bool^ 
about the Soviet- K.GJ3. That decisioiq 
sources said, was a response to the; 
K.G.B.*s publication a few years before^J 
of a .^TTiall volume, largely accurate, end- * 
tied “Who's Who in the C.IA.** - - 

That book named dozens of-ClA. offf^ 
cers, along vrith some American dipl<y 
mats and others who have never had anjr 



connection with the agency; and tne« 
C.I.A. is still angry over Che^combtnedl 
deception' and large-acaiftr^ “burning/* oej 
identification, of its- personnel by a boM 
. tile Intelligence service,. ^ 

' The Barron book contains ‘a 35-pagil 
r compendiiuir of names of K.G3: officecs 
[serving under various covers around thd 
I woriX Mr. Barron said in an intervievi 
that aithoueh be had received .“quite' 4 
bit of help’’^ from the C.I.A., the list o# 
names had been compiled from: a vanaqpi 
A sources worldwide, .,•*! 

One of the more intriguing CXA. diein^ 
formation campaigns of recent' yean was 
its attempt to discredit the Cuban revolts^ 
donary movement ia the eye# of oehaa 
[ Latixr * American jiationst^by.plaDCinp tM 
suggestion that rt wie*oooartwtd:tt> sama 
extent from MoscoWj - -M> w! 

The agency’s strategy,, ooeofficial saidd 
was to take ^an East German womaxij 
named Tamara Bunke who had Jotnedj 
the guerrila band of Maj. Ernesto Che] 
Guevara in Bolivia and make her out tof 
be “the biggest, smartest Communist themi 
ever was,** as well as an operative of the! 
East German Ministry of State Security, 
and the 5ovietJC.G3 . 



I ► — * 

I Perhaps in p^ because of theC.I-A.*« 
portray of Tania, the dead woman har^ 
become a hero of the revolutionary lefb 4 
around the world. Her alLa< was adopted* 
j by Patricia Hearst, the San Francisaw 
I heiress, after she was kidnaped in 1974^ 
by Lhe Symbionese Liberation Army and. 
announce that she bad decided to join?R 
the group. 

Reminded of thaX the CIu^ offidaJr| 
chuckled. “Domestic fallout,'* he said* . - J 

,-Al 

Next: The CJA.*s Propaganda iWetwork^, 
Network) * " 



THeC JA/s involvement with mass'-^^ ^ 
communications inthis country was /*. *a 
sometimes aimed at censoring impending 
accounts of the agendas own activities. . „ 



Asked how the agency nad cHssenunat-1 
ed its fabrication, the offtdai recalled 
tha»t it had provide “material and back^ 
/ ground** to Daniel -James, an Americaol 
author and former managing editor ofj 
The New Leader, living in Mexico, wha 
pubiahed » translation of Major Guevarx*sl 
Bolivian diaries in 196S. ^ 



In his introduction, I Mr.- James noted! 
that Miss Bunke; .who had'taken the near 
de guerre of. .Tania and who is scarcelyj 
mentioned in the diaries, bad nonethelessJ 
been identified a few monthi earlier ^ 
a law-levef East German, defector is am 
agent of the East German security age^ 

; 'CJ.A: Portrayal of Woman 3 



I 'Helped Make Her a Hero 

Mr James did not provide any support 
in the book for his assertion that, duri^ 
her time with Major Guevara’s group. Miss 
Bunke "Was ‘'attached- to the Soviet 
K.G.B.** He said in an interview that that 
had been his own conclusion, although 
he acknowledged having talked to the 
C.LA. in connection with the book. ^ 

“I did get information from them,'* he 
said. *T got information from a lot oil 
people.*' He said that he had been ac-j 
•quainted with Winston Scott, at the tim«< 
the CIj\.'s Mexico City station chief, and! 
I that he had asked Mr. Scott for “anything 
that they could get for me or help mef 
with.’* 

He declined to say whether the agency 
I had supolied hi with any of the material 
I concerning .Miss Bunke. 



